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Civilian deathsrise as Afghan fight intensifies

By Rob Taylor
July 10, 2010

KABUL- Hundreds of Afghans took to the streets obadr-i-Sharif on Saturday to
protest against mounting civilian deaths, whileefid.S. and NATO troops died in
separate insurgent attacks on a bloody day ofifigtgcross the country.

Protesters chanted slogans against foreign fomdsAdghan President Hamid Karzai
after U.S. troops killed two civilians in a pre-dawaid on Wednesday in the northern
city's outskirts.

NATO also admitted killing six people with straytikery on Thursday, a day after an
airstrike accidently killed five Afghan soldiers.

Insurgent gunmen also killed 11 Pakistani tribesmear the eastern Afghan border,
opening fire on their bus, while a bomb placed omatorbike killed one civilian at a
bazaar in the Taliban stronghold of Kandahar. [E5E669GBL] Civilian casualties and
friendly fire deaths among Afghan security forcesédn been a frequent irritant between
Karzai and Western military forces during the nyear war since the ousting of the
Taliban in 2001.
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